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por many years, pleuroscopy and laparoscopy were
restricted applications for inspection and limited
iopsy procedures. With the advent of videoscopes and
ndoscopic devices for dissection, stapling, and liga-
ure, etc., the role of minimally invasive techniques
xpanded. However, until several years ago, most tho-
acic surgeons felt that video-assisted surgery was re-
tricted to limited technical applications; for example
iopsy, wedge resection, and apical bullectomy, etc.
owever, innovative members of our specialty were
nxious to bring minimally invasive techniques intoperative Techniques in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, Vol 9he conduct of traditional major thoracic operative
rocedures. In this volume, current state of the art
ATS and laparoscopic techniques for pulmonary,
sophageal, and mediastinal procedures are discussed
y experts. These operative techniques are now stan-
ardized and should be increasingly applied by the
racticing general thoracic surgeon.
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